126        FORTY    YEARS    IN    AND    OUT    OF    PARLIAMENT

daughter without them: but she was both a good companion and
excellent colleague throughout the long ten years of that Parliament
elected in 1935. If I picked her out specially, it is no reflection
on my other colleagues. We worked as a happy team, and though
at times it took all my skill to get them into the same lobby, I hardly
had a harsh word from any one of my little family.

Archie Sinclair is a man of singular charm. His smile is irre-
sistible: he has beautiful manners; and he is far too good-looking
and well dressed to be suspected for a Radical. He has the handicap
of a stammer but he overcomes it with considerable skill: on occasions
he is capable of great eloquence and emotional appeal of the kind
.to be expected from a Highlander. On service subjects and foreign
affairs he speaks effectively, but he is not so strong on social problems
in which he lacks experience. My only complaint about him was
that his heart was in the Highlands: whenever I wanted him most
he was always running off to Caithness. That was in the piping
times of peace. Alas, in the war he stuck closely to his office and
rarely visited either his home or constituency. This was his undoing:
he had trained his electors to expect him to be continually amongst
them, and when, though for a good cause, he absented himself,
they failed to re-elect him.

Another man I must mention is Graham White. If ever the^e
was a sound public man it is my friend Graham: disinterested, with
a fine sense of duty and a varied knowledge of every kind of social
problem, he was a mine of information and always ready to step
into the breach.

My aim was to get a speaker called on every debate. With a
party of only eighteen, and over 600 members in the House, this was
no small task. First I had to find a member ready to speak,.then
to provide Mm with a brief, and finally to see that he was called
and, if necessary, supported in the division lobby. I was all the
time fighting for position: if I had weakened one iota we should
have disappeared as a separate party. The measure of our success
was the recognition of our status when the 1940 National Govern-
ment came to be formed. Archie was excellent in the speaking
Bne but the rough and tumble work fell on me. When the House
was sitting I hardly left its precincts, all through those ten years.
No doubt I* took iny duties too seriously but I did think I was
fighting for the existence of the Liberal Party. If the results are
to be evidence, the 1945 election indicates failure, but looking back
I don't know what more coujd have been done, and it was at least
worth having a try.                                                                    !.

During the first five years I wore shiny the seat of my breech^
sitting on the bench of the old House of COIBIBOBS until midmghft?
or beyond. The place was badly ventilated aftd